
A source of energy 
that will last for 300 years. 

At the present rate of production, Britain 
has proved coal reserves which will last at least 
300 years. 

This puts Britain's Coal Industry in a 
strong position alongside strictly limited oil 
and gas supplies, and the continuing develop
ment of nuclear power. With this assured 
energy supply, based on coal, British Industry 
can plan ahead with confidence. 

The benefits of being the EEC's 
biggest coal producer. 

Britain already has the biggest mining 
industry in the Community, producing as 
much coal as the rest of the EEC put together. 
To replace Britain's present coal output with 
imported oil would worsen Britain's balance of 
payments by £5,000m a year. This makes coal 
good for Britain as a whole. 

Vast modernisation programme. 
To ensure that these huge reserves are 

available when needed the NCB, under its 
"Plan for Coal',' is already investing heavily in 
developing new collieries and in expanding 
existing pits. 

We are still proving coal reserves in 
Britain four times as fast as we are using them. 
Selby, the biggest new coal project, will pro
duce 10 million tons of coal a year. This and 
other new mines are keeping British coal
mining in the forefront of mining technology. 

Ever heard of a fluidised bed? 
Britain is also taking a lead in the tech

nology of using coal. Fluidised bed combustion 
is a new method of burning coal in industrial 
plant. These boilers should cost less than 
conventional plant and need less space. This 
method, in which coal is burnt in a bed of ash 

or sand and which is 'fluidised' by passing air 
through it, offers substantial advantages to 
those considering new industrial boiler plant. 

New ways to keep coal on the move. 
There have also been spectacular ad

vances in coal and ash handling techniques. 
For example, compressed air is now being 
used to push coal through a pipeline from 
bunker to boiler and ash from boiler to storage 
silo. The system is completely enclosed and 
dust free, silent running, needs little mainten
ance and is cheap and simple to install. 

Problem-solving is our business. 
Coal benefits all sorts of customers. With 

District Heating, coal fired plant supplies 
heating and hot water to whole communities. 
Individual users, from the biggest power 
station to quite small industrial plants and 
individual homes, can benefit from the new 
knowledge and equipment on coal burning. 

There's an enormous amount of know-
how concentrated in the NCB Technical 
Service, covering all aspects of the efficient use 
of steam and hot water heating. If you need 
advice on making the best use of your existing 
plant, information on new equipment and 
techniques, how much new equipment costs 
and what savings it can give, ask the NCB 
or your Industrial Fuel Distributor. Expert 
help is available. 

The NCB has a new brochure which tells 
what coal has to offer you now and in the 
future. There are also new technical booklets 
dealing in more detail with all designs of 
industrial coal-fired boiler houses. 

If you would like copies, or would like a 
technical expert to talk over your heating 
needs, write to National Coal Board, Market
ing Dept., Hobart House, Grosvenor Place, 
London SW1X 7AE, or ring 01-235 2020. 

Doing Britain and British Industry a power of good. 
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