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Instruction Book for the

ILFORD

Sportsmaster
35 mm camera
The Sportsmaster is fully automatic—just look through the viewfinder, select one of the four release buttons for the distance you are
from your subject and take your picture. Pressing the shutter release
sets the exposure according to the reading of the automatic exposure
control, focuses the lens, and releases the shutter. This means that
everything is done for you, and makes sure you always get perfectly
exposed, and needle-sharp pictures.
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35 mm camera

Film speed setting ring.
Film speed ring.
Flash/Auto indicator dot.
Film speed locking catch.
Flash/Auto setting ring.
Lens aperture settings for flash pictures.
Exposure counter and film reminder disc.
Exposure counter setting button.
Film lever-wind.
Shutter release and focusing buttons.
Combined viewfinder and optical signal.
Rewind crank.
Automatic exposure control.
Locking catch.
Flash contact.
Rewind release button.
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ILFORD

35 mm camera
Before you begin to take any pictures with your new Sportsmaster,
read through these instructions very carefully with your camera
beside you, and make sure that you are thoroughly familiar with its
use. This will ensure that you get perfect pictures right from the start.
Fill in your guarantee card right away, and post it to Ilford
Limited. Your Sportsmaster is thoroughly tested before it leaves the
factory, and guaranteed for one year from the date of purchase. Receipt of the guarantee card means that your camera is registered
in your name under this guarantee.
Do not forget that the Ilford Sportsmaster is a delicate instrument
and the lens, shutter and automatic exposure control are carefully
adjusted for optimum performance. So make sure that you treat
your camera very carefully, and give it the protection it deserves by
keeping it in its special ever-ready case which can be obtained at
your photo dealer.
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ALL ABOUT THE SPORTSMASTER

The Sportsmaster takes 35 mm. films in standard cassettes, that is,
the light-tight metal containers in which the film is sold, and into
which you must rewind the film after it has been exposed and before
you open the camera back. The negative size is 24 x 36 mm. and if
you hand your films to your photo dealer or chemist for developing
and printing, your photographs can be returned to you as enprints
which are standard small size enlargements.
The camera has a three-element lens with a focal length of 45 mm.
and a maximum aperture of f/2.8. The lens is coated and gives
excellent results when using both black-and-white and colour film.
The film lever-wind

A single movement of the rapid lever-wind (9) performs three
operations—the film is advanced, the shutter is set, and the exposure
counter (7) is adjusted to show the number of exposures that are
left in the camera. The film lever-wind and the shutter release are
interlocked to make double exposures impossible and to ensure that
the film cannot be wound on until an exposure has been made.
When operating the film lever-wind, move it firmly and smoothly
right to the end of its travel, and then allow it to return smoothly and
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gently to its position, controlling it with the thumb. Do not allow it
to snap back under the pressure of its spring.
Important. Make sure that the film lever-wind is always taken
right to the end of its stroke.
The viewfinder

When you look through the direct-vision, bright-line, optical viewfinder, you will see an illuminated pattern outlining the picture you
are taking, with a small cross marking the centre. The short lines
within and below the main frame show the picture area when the
subject is less than 5 feet away. When taking pictures at distances
less than 5 feet, the camera should be tilted upwards and these
markings used as the picture area instead of the main bright-line
frame.
The optical signal

Look through the viewfinder, and right at the top you will see a small
rectangle. This is the optical signal (11) and tells you when the light
is bright enough for a picture. When the green portion of the signal
is well within the rectangle, your picture will be perfectly exposed.
If, however, the green has swung over to the left, and the small nick
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at the bottom of the rectangle lies against the red, then this indicates
that there is not enough light for a good picture. The numbers inside
the rectangle indicate approximately the opening of the lens (the
lens aperture), which will be set when the shutter release button
is depressed.
The automatic shutter

The Prontor-Lux shutter is coupled to the automatic exposure control,
and they work together. This means that all the guesswork is taken
out of judging the right exposure. All complicated shutter settings
and lens focusing are dispensed with too, and all you have to do to
take a picture is look through the viewfinder, make sure the optical
signal shows green, and then press one of the four release buttons
according to your subject distance.
The automatic exposure control reads how much light there is
and pre-sets the opening of the lens aperture to control the amount
of light which will reach the film.
As soon as a film has been loaded in the camera, the speed control
ring must be set according to the speed of the film. Each carton of
film which you buy has the film speed printed on it, and either the
ASA or the DIN speed can be used with the Sportsmaster. The film
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speed setting numbers on the camera are in red, at the front of the lens
mount. DIN speeds, from 12 to 24, are at the top and ASA speeds,
from 10 to 200 are on the underside of the ring. How to set the film
speed is explained in "Loading the Sportsmaster" on page 14.
The Auto and Flash Settings
The Sportsmaster can be used either as an automatic camera, or the
automatic mechanism can be disconnected. It should always be
used on the Auto setting for daylight pictures, and disconnected for
flash pictures indoors, or for time exposures.
To set the camera to Auto, turn the milled inner ring (5) on the
lens mount until the "Auto" marking clicks into place opposite the
black dot on top of the lens panel. The camera is now set for
automatic use.
For flash pictures or for time exposures, turn the milled inner ring
anti-clockwise until the set of red aperture numbers is at the top.
This disconnects the automatic mechanism, making the exposure
control coupling inoperative. The shutter of the Sportsmaster now
operates on 1/30 second, and the lens apertures are set manually.
The camera can now be used for either electronic or expendable
flash pictures. How to take flash pictures is explained in "Taking
Flash Pictures" on page 20.
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The Flash setting

The Automatic setting
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The Four Release Buttons

Each of the four release buttons, as well as operating the shutter, set
the lens aperture according to the exposure control reading (when
the camera is set to Auto) and focus the lens.
The four buttons focus the lens for different distance zones, and
the numbers marked opposite each of the buttons are a guide to the
distances. The distance you are away from your subject need
not be measured accurately, and if your subject is approximately at
any of these four distances, then your pictures will be sharp when
the right button is used.
The pictures on the buttons make selecting the right button easier:
if you are taking a portrait, press the button which has the Portrait
picture; if you are taking a full-length picture of a person, press the
button which has the picture of a Person; if you are taking several
people in a group, press the button which has the Group picture, and
if you are taking a distant view, press the button which has the
Landscape picture.
Remember that once you start to press the shutter release button
you begin to operate the double exposure prevention device and
the automatic exposure control. Therefore do not press the release
button until you are ready to take your picture.
12

The four release buttons

Opening the camera
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LOADING THE SPORTSMASTER

The camera should always be loaded and unloaded in the shade, out
of direct sunshine. Open the back of the camera by pulling up the
locking catch (14) and swing the back outwards on its hinge. Now
lift out the rewind crank from its recessed, position and pull up
the spindle to its maximum extent. Before inserting the cassette,
operate the lever-wind to set the shutter. The cassette of film
should be placed in the camera with the projecting end of the core
at the bottom. The free end of the film that projects from the
cassette should now be extended along the film track in the
direction of the take-up spool. Push down the rewind crank gently
and turn it until it engages with the core of the cassette, and return
the handle to the hole in the camera top.
The leading edge of the film can now be taken along the film track
and slipped into the slit of the take-up spool. If the take-up spool
is not in the correct position and the slit cannot be seen, the spool
can be rotated with the thumb, on its lower milled-edge flange.
Make sure that the small tooth at the lower end of the slit in the
spool is engaging with the second or third film perforation.
Now turn the take-up spool with the thumb so that the tongue of
the film winds round the spool; turn it just sufficiently to take up the
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Loading the camera
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slack in the film, and until the full width part of the film is just
protruding from the mouth of the cassette. Now close the camera
back.
Setting the Exposure Counter and the Film Reminder Disc

The exposure counter should now be set. If a 36 exposure film
has been loaded, keep pushing the exposure counter setting button
(8) backwards and forwards until the letter " A " is opposite the
index mark on the outer edge of the scale. If a 20 exposure film has
been loaded, set the counter to the division for exposure number 23.
The exposure counter indicates the number of exposures remaining
on the film.
The film reminder disc should now be set to show the type and
speed of film in the camera. You can use either an ASA or DIN
rating. Revolve the disc by means of the pin situated between the
"Rev." and "Neg." sectors, so that the index mark in the sector
comes opposite the ASA or DIN figure. The figures " 1 . . " , " 2 . . " , etc.
mean 100, 200 ASA, etc. Use the "Rev." sector for colour reversal
films, the "Neg." sector for colour negative films, and the sector
marked "B & W" for black and white films.
Now alternately release the shutter and wind on the film three
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Setting the film speed reminder disc

Setting the exposure counter

Setting the film speed
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times each. The exposure counter will then read "36" or "20,"
depending on the length of film in the cassette, and the film will be
in position ready for the first exposure.
Note that the rewind flange should turn anti-clockwise when the
film lever-wind is operated, which indicates that the film is being
wound through the camera correctly. Take care that the left hand
does not interfere with the free rotation of this flange while the film
is being wound.
The Film Speed Setting

The film speed setting on the Prontor-Lux shutter must now be
adjusted so that it corresponds to the film speed of the film which
has been loaded.
Hold the camera with one hand, and with the thumb nail press
down the small locking catch (4) at the top left of the lens mount.
With the other hand, turn the milled outer ring (1) on the lens
mount until the small red dot of either the ASA or the DIN ratings
on the ring lies opposite the film speed number. Now release the
locking catch.
Do not forget to check this setting every time you load a new film,
and make sure that the speed setting on the camera corresponds to
18

the speed rating on your film, otherwise your pictures may be
incorrectly exposed.
TAKING OUTDOOR PICTURES

Note. Before taking any pictures, always make sure the film speed
setting is correctly adjusted, and if a new film has been loaded, make
sure that the exposure counter is set correctly.
Adjust the shutter to the Auto setting, as explained on page 10.
The exposure control is now coupled to the lens aperture and to the
shutter release.
Look through the viewfinder at your subject, and then glance at
the optical signal. If this shows that the green portion is well into
the rectangle, and has moved to the right of the small nick at the
bottom, then you can take the picture and it will be perfectly
exposed.
Now estimate the distance you are away from your subject, and
select one of the four release buttons as explained on page 12. If
your subject corresponds to one of the pictures on the buttons, then
select the right button in this way.
Before you take the picture, make sure that the optical signal is
quite steady. Hold the camera firmly with both hands and then
squeeze—don't jab—the selected shutter release with the forefinger
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of the right hand. Make sure that you have pressed the button right
to the end of its travel.
The optical signal will tell you immediately if your picture will be
correctly exposed, so always make sure you glance at it, even if you
have changed your position only very slightly. If the dividing line
between the red and the green lies exactly in the small nick, then
daylight shots are still possible, but they will tend to be under
exposed and not so successful. With colour film in the camera, it is
best to make sure that there is plenty of green showing in the optical
signal.
Finally, remember to use the short lines within and below the
main frame of the viewfinder when you are taking pictures which
are 5 feet or less away from your camera. A good rule is to use these
markings whenever you select the portrait release button. After you
have taken a picture, always remember to operate the lever-wind
immediately, so that the camera is at once ready for a further
exposure.
TAKING FLASH PICTURES
Disconnect the Auto setting by turning the milled inner ring on the
lens mount anti-clockwise until the group of lens apertures is at the
top, as described on page 10. The Sportsmaster is now ready for
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taking flash pictures, and the shutter is set at 1/30 second, and
synchronised for expendable bulbs and for electronic flash exposures.
For expendable bulb exposures, fit a small flashgun, such as the
Ilford Sportslite or the Sportilux, to the accessory shoe on top of the
camera. The synchronising lead of the flashgun is connected to
the camera by the standard 3 mm. co-axial contact at the base of
the lens panel. Make sure the connector is pushed firmly home
before using the camera.
For the right flash exposure, first find the guide number for the
flashbulb you are going to use and the film in your camera, estimate
the distance you are away from your subject, and then divide this
distance into the guide number. The answer will tell you the lens
aperture you should use. Then move the milled inner ring on the
lens mount until the right lens aperture lies opposite the small black
dot, and use the corresponding release button according to the
distance you are away.
The "B" Setting
The " B " setting is for brief time exposures, and the shutter will
remain open for as long as the shutter release button remains
depressed. The lens aperture is fixed at f/2.8 when the " B " setting
is in use. When using the " B " setting fix the camera to a firm
21

support, such as a tripod, and make sure your subject is quite still.
TAKING OUT THE FILM

When you have exposed all the 20 or 36 exposures on the film, it
must be completely rewound into its cassette before the camera back
is opened. The film is rewound by depressing the rewind button
(16) in the baseplate of the camera (it will remain depressed),
lifting the rewind crank handle from the hole in the camera top and
lowering it so that it bears against the pin on the flange, and then
turning the crank in a clockwise direction as shown by the arrow.
Rewinding should be continued until the film pulls away from the
take-up spool. If the film was properly attached to the take-up
spool when the camera was loaded, some resistance will be felt at
this point. When the film has been completely rewound the camera
back may be opened and the cassette removed from the camera by
lifting the rewind crank.
The rewind release button will jump out when you next operate
the film lever-wind.
SPECIAL NOTES
Each different film speed setting corresponds to a certain shutter
speed, and it is important to keep this in mind, especially with films
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which have low speeds, because the corresponding shutter speed will
be low. The camera, in these cases, should be held as firmly as
possible, and fast moving subjects should not be attempted. These
are the shutter speeds corresponding to the film speed settings.
DIN
12°
ASA
10
SHUTTER SPEED 1/30

15°
25
1/60

18°
50
1/125

21°
100
1/250

24°
200
1/500

Films with intermediate speeds give intermediate settings.
Do not use colour filters when taking black and white pictures
with your Sportsmaster, as these will alter the exposure. A U.V.
filter can be used with colour film because this filter has no effect
on exposure.
Should your camera ever need repairing, send it direct to Ilford
Limited at the address shown on the Guarantee card.
Finally, remember not to keep colour film for too long in your
camera. Colour films are very delicate and your pictures could easily
be affected by heat or high humidity.
Constant improvements in Ilford products mean that minor changes in the design or
specification may occur from time to time. It will not be possible always to amend
the instruction book at the same time, and the right to alter the design and specification without notice is accordingly reserved.
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Choosing the right film

These are the Ilford films specially recommended for the
Sportsmaster.
ILFOCHROME 32 for colour transparencies. Use it in daylight
and for flash pictures indoors with blue coated flash bulbs, or
electronic flash. Price includes processing.
ILFOCOLOR for colour prints. Use it in daylight or artificial
light. Price includes developing and supplying a strip of colour
"contact" prints. Enlargements in two sizes can then be ordered.
PAN F the almost grainless, thin emulsion film for negatives of
unmatched definition and enlarging quality.
F.P.3 the fine grain, balanced colour response film for all your
outdoor and indoor pictures. It has ample speed for all subjects.
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