
Prentice camera 



Prentice 
roll film camera 

The Ilford Prentice is a folding camera giving 
eight pictures size 2 j " x 3J" on No. 120 roll fdm. 

It has a pressed steel body finished in crackle 
black enamel, with all exposed metal parts brightly 
chromium plated for good appearance and lasting 
wear. 

This Ilford camera has been designed to make 
picture-making trouble free. It will produce fine 
results all the year round. 

Get an Ilford Selochrome No. 120 roll film from 
your photographic dealer and read through this 
booklet with camera and film beside you. 

Opening the Camera 
Press the release catch on the front of the camera 

body and pull down the baseboard until the side 
struts are fully extended. Make sure that the lock
ing catches in the struts have clicked into position— 
this is most important. 

Above : Releasing the catch to open the camera. 

Below : The camera fully open with struts locked firmly. 



The Viewfinder 
The brilliant reflex finder swivels so that either 

vertical or horizontal scenes may be taken. 
Although everything appears sharp in the finder 
the camera must still be focused. Remember 
always to return the finder to the upright taking 
position as shown on page 15 before closing the 
camera. 

The Lens 
The lens has been specially computed for the 

camera and will be found to give exceptionally 
clear pictures. It has two apertures or " stops " 
marked f/11 and f/16 which can be selected by 
moving the stop control lever at the side of the 
lens and shutter mounting. 

The Shutter 
The shutter can be made to give either instan

taneous or brief time exposures by rotating the 
black knurled shutter control disc. The letters 
" I " and " B " behind the small window just above 
the lens show at a glance how the shutter is set 
and the indication is repeated by a pointer which 
can be seen from above when the camera is held 
in the taking position. The exposure is made by 
depressing the firing button which returns to the 
operating position when it is released. With 
the shutter set to " I", snapshots can be taken with 
the camera held in the hand ; when using the " B " 
setting, which is intended only for time exposures, 
the shutter remains open as long as the button is 

Above : The camera and the viewfinder in the position for 
taking horizontal pictures. 

Below : Showing the " stop " control lever. 



held down and the camera must then be securely 
placed on a firm support. 

Focusing 
The focusing scale is engraved on the top of the 

shutter above the lens and the pointer must be 
moved over the scale to the approximate distance 
of the subject. The focusing range is from 6 ft. 
to infinity, the 6 ft. setting being used for head 
and shoulder portraits, the 10 ft. setting for small 
groups and the infinity setting for distant scenes. 
Settings for subjects at intermediate distances 
may be judged. Always estimate the distance as 
accurately as possible to ensure clear sharp pictures. 

Loading the Camera 
Slide the spring catch at the top of the camera 

in the direction of the arrow as shown on page 9 
and pull away the back. Lay this carefully aside. 
You will see that there is an empty spool in position 
in the camera body just below the carrying handle 
and adjacent to the winding knob. At the other 
end is an empty spool holder hinged to the camera 
body. Swing the holder out of the body and place 
the full spool in it so that the tapered end of the 
backing paper is pointing towards the empty spool. 
Allow the holder to fall back into position in the 
camera body. Break and remove the film sealing 
band and pull out about 6 inches of the film backing 
paper, so that it passes over the spindles, making 
sure that the red side is uppermost. Insert the 
tapered end of the backing paper into the wide 
slot of the empty spool and give two turns to the 

View from the top of the camera showing the exposure and 
focusing scales. 



winding knob to lock the paper on the spool. 
Make sure that the backing paper passes freely and 
centrally over the spindles on to the take-up spool. 
N o w replace and close the back of the camera 
making certain that it is engaged at the bottom 
and that the spring catch is closed. Turn the 
winding knob until the figure 1 appears in the red 
window on the back. 

Setting the Camera 
The camera is now ready for use except for the 

adjustment of the aperture and focusing controls, 
which must be correctly set before taking each 
picture. The aperture, which adjusts the amount 
of light reaching the film, is set by means of the 
stop control lever. The following table is a useful 
guide to the setting of this control when taking 
snapshots out-of-doors :— 

USING SELOCHROME ROLL FILM 

TYPE OF SUBJECT 

Beach scenes and land
scapes 

Near views and groups . . 
Close-up portraits out-

of-doors 

WEATHER 
CONDITIONS 

Bright 
Sunlight 

f/16 
f/16 

f/11 

Overcast 
Sky 

f/16 
f/11 

f/11* 

* In very dull weather, close-up portraits should not 
be attempted on Selochrome film ; under-exposure 
can be avoided by using Ilford HP3 Roll Film. 

Above : Releasing the catch prior to removing the camera 
back. 

Below : Loading the film. 



This table is suitable for use from April to 
August between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. (G.M.T.) 
and during March and September from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. During the winter, in fairly good light, 
use HP3 roll film and set the stop control as 
indicated in the table. 

For near subjects, the focusing distance is best 
determined at first by pacing out and allowing 3 ft. 
for one pace—but you will soon be able to estimate 
it sufficiently accurately by eye. Correct focusing 
ensures crisp pin sharp pictures and it is well worth 
a little trouble to avoid the disappointment of 
" fuzzy " results. 

Instantaneous Exposures 
Hold the camera low down on the chest and 

firmly against the body with the left hand (as 
shown opposite). After focusing and setting the 
aperture gently squeeze the firing button. Take 
care not to jerk the camera or the picture will be 
blurred. After taking the picture wind on the 
film until the figure 2 appears at the red window. 

Brief Time Exposures 
The " B " setting is useful for portraiture indoors 

and for general interior photography where there 
is not sufficient light to make an instantaneous 
exposure. The small aperture f/16 should then be 
used and the camera held rock firm on some solid 
object such as a table. For this purpose a hinged 
strut is provided underneath the baseboard. When 
set on " B " the shutter remains open as long as the 

How the camera is held for taking instantaneous exposures. 



firing button is depressed. Typical Brief Time 
exposures are given below :— 

INTERIOR PHOTOGRAPHY BY 

DAYLIGHT WITH SELOCHROME FILM 

Recommended exposure times at f/16 

Showing the tripod leg extended and the camera on a firm 
support for taking Brief Time exposures. 

WEATHER 
CONDI
TIONS 

Intense 
Sunlight 

Bright 
Sunlight 

Cloudy— 
bright 

D u l l -
cloudy 

Very 
dull 

COLOUR OF WALLS 

Dark 

15 sec. 

30 sec. 

1 min. 

2 min. 

4 min. 

Medium Light 

8 sec. 

15 sec. 

30 sec. 

1 mill. 

2 min. 

4 sec. 

8 sec. 

15 sec. 

30 sec. 

1 min. 

This table is suitable for use between approxi
mately 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. (G.M.T.) during the 
summer months and it can also be used in winter 
between approximately 10.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. 
if the indicated exposure times are doubled. It 
assumes that light can enter the room freely ; 
where there is only one window, exposures should 
be increased by 50-100 per cent. For portraits 
within 6 feet of a window, give one-quarter of the 
indicated exposure. 

If HP3 film is used instead of Selochrome, the 
exposures recommended above can be halved. 



Unloading the Camera 
When the last picture (No. 8) has been taken, 

wind on the film until the end of the backing paper 
passes the red window and then open the camera 
back. Before removing the film, fold over the 
end of the backing paper and seal it with the 
adhesive paper strip attached ; then pull out the 
winding knob to release the spool. The empty 
spool should now be transferred to the wind-on 
end ready for a new film to be inserted. 

Closing the Camera 
Press gently with the two thumbs on the strut 

release pads and the baseboard will be released 
from its erect position. Push the baseboard back 
until it is engaged by means of the release catch. 

General Instructions 
Always keep the camera clean and free from 

dust, inside and out. Make sure that no pieces of 
paper from the film-sealing strips remain inside. 
Dust on the lens should be removed with a sable 
brush and finger marks polished off with Ilford 
Lens Cleaning Tissue. 

Never try to take the camera to pieces. It has 
been carefully adjusted to give sharp negatives. 
In case of trouble take the camera to your photo
graphic dealer for repair. Give the camera the 
same care as a watch or clock and don't drop it if 
you can help it. When at the seaside keep it off 

Above : Showing the thumbs depressing the stmt release 
pads in the act of dosing the camera front. 

Below : Two alternative carrying cases for the Prentice 
camera. 



the sand. Sand in the shutter will prevent it from 
working properly. 

Keep the camera in a dry place. It should never 
be allowed to become damp. 

Do not jerk the camera when exposing or the 
picture will be blurred. 

Try not to let the sun shine on the lens when 
making an exposure. To begin with, it is always 
safest to have the sun shining over one's shoulder 
when taking pictures. 

After making an exposure, wind on to the next 
number immediately. The camera will then be 
ready for the next subject and double exposures 
will not occur. 

Load and unload the camera in a shady place 
whenever possible, using the shadow of the body 
if no other screen is available. 

Always load your 
Prentice camera with 

ILFORD 
SELOCHROME 

and be sure of 
brilliant pictures 
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